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fairy tales, but Granvllle-Barker presents It realistically.
The Voysey Inheritance is more original.    It deals with

an ethical problem of financial honesty. Edward Voysey
learns with dismay that his father, a reputable solicitor,
has for years speculated with the money entrusted to him
by his clients. The father sees no reason to change his
habits but, on his sudden death, Edward discloses the
facts to the rest of his family and urges them to forgo their
share so that he may pay back as much as possible. They
all object and the idealist finds himself forced against his
will to compromise with his conscience. It is a fine play
which gives the effect of being drawn straight from real
life : it is also a first-class drama.

Waste is less satisfactory. It involves a Cabinet crisis
over a Church Disestablishment Bill and the suicide of a
politician, whose career is broken as the result of an
intrigue with a woman for whom he has the most
ephemeral passion. Sound pieces of legislation, the
potentially useful life of an unborn child and that of the
man himself are all thrown away. It is a grim, powerful
drama and came under the ban of the Censor. It shows
the havoc caused by barriers and prohibitions as well as
by cowardice or dishonesty. The futility of so many
lives under the tyrannous rule of these restrictions is
portrayed in The Madras House. It is a strangely formless
play with episodes bearing out the main theme but having
little relationship with one another. It was an experiment
and not a wholly successful one.

Pinero, perhaps because he was under the necessity of
flattering his audience, had taken the view that only the
affairs of people who were under no necessity of working
for a living, were dramatically interesting. His successors
showed that a play of personal emotions could be made out
of the affairs of ordinary folk: moreover the emotion
need not necessarily be love alone.

Harold Brighouse proved this in Hobson^s Choice, a
piece set in the period of 1880. It deals with the dia-